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Questionnaire on the handling of mercury
The Swedish Government has commissioned the Swedish National Chemicals Inspectorate (KemI) to carry out an investigation whether an overall ban could be issued on the use, import and export of mercury and to make a proposal for such legislation.
The report, which is to be delivered on 30 June 2004, should include analyses of needs and consequences.
Sweden has been successful in phasing out the use of mercury. However, some use areas are still to be looked into, and additional, new areas might appear, which are not covered by present regulations. A general ban on the handling of mercury would better meet the national environmental quality objective of A non-toxic environment, decided by the Swedish government and the Parliament, i.e. that ‘by 2003 newly manufactured finished products will as far as possible be free from mercury’.
KemI is now requesting stakeholders to provide information and comments in view of a possible ban.

The questionnaire is primarily aimed at companies but authorities and organisations are also welcome to send in replies not later than 9 February 2004.
Secrecy and handling of forwarded information
Particulars sent in to KemI are public documents. However, each individual matter is subject to an examination of secrecy according to the Secrecy Act (1998:100) before a piece of information could be handed out.

In the resulting compilation of answers to the present questionnaire, it will not be possible to trace sensitive parts of the answers received by KemI to individual companies.
For additional information on the questions, please contact: 

Åsa Blomberg

E-mail: asa.blomberg@kemi.se 

For information on the commission, please contact:

Petra Ekblom

E-mail: petra.ekblom@kemi.se 

Annex: Questions on the handling of mercury.
SWEDISH NATIONAL CHEMICALS INSPECTORATE

Annex
Åsa Blomberg

Box 2

SE - 172 13 SUNDBYBERG

Tel. +468-519 41 262, Fax. 468-735 76 98

E-post: asa.blomberg@kemi.se
Questions on the handling of mercury
Company/Organisation……………………………………………………………….

Contact………………………………………………………………………….…

Phone……………………………  E-mail……………………………………………….


Our company/organisation considers the information provided by us as confidential.
When answering the questions, please:
· consider both positive and negatives aspects and consequences,
· indicate whether a private person, company, trade and industry or society at large is concerned and whether it is on a national, regional or international level, respectively,
· enclose data to support or clarify your answer, 

· provide detailed answers when possible,
· note that in the case of use areas that have already been considered by KemI, primarily developments and data for 1998 and onwards are of interest. 
Please consult the guide to each question (last page) in order to ensure as correct an assessment of needs and consequences as possible.
1 a.
What amounts of mercury and mercury compounds are handled by your company/organisation? 

Please see the guide on the last page.
1 b.
In which applications do you handle mercury and mercury compounds in any form? 

Please see the guide on the last page.
2. 
Are activities going on to phase out the use of mercury in your company/organisation or within your sector?

Yes, activities are going on.

No activities are going on.
If yes: 

Describe these activities (Please see the guide on the last page).
3.
Do you have any experience or knowledge of alternative chemicals, materials or techniques to using and handling mercury?

Yes, we have experience and knowledge of alternatives to mercury.

No, we have no experience and knowledge of alternatives to mercury.
If yes: 

Please describe (see the guide on the last page).
4a.
Do you apply any norms, test methods or standards governing the use of mercury? 




Yes

No
If yes: 

4b.
What are they and in what way do they govern  and constrain your work? 

Please describe (see the guide on the last page).

4c.
In what way do they have an impact on a possible changeover to alternatives to mercury?

Please describe (see the guide on the last page).
5.
Is there a demand for alternatives to mercury?



Yes

No
If yes: 

Please describe the present situation (see the guide on the last page).
6.
What impact would a ban of mercury have on your company/organisation? (If handling is already banned, please describe in what way a refusal of a future application for exemption would effect your company/organisation)
Please describe the consequences (see the guide on the last page).
7.
Do you consider it would be necessary to obtain an exemption from a ban? 




Yes

No
If yes: 

Describe why (see the guide on the last page).
8.
Additional information you would like to provide:
Guide to questions on the use of mercury
Question 1
If you do not wish to reveal a piece of information for secrecy reasons, please indicate this. 

State the amount (indicate if it is an estimation) and, if possible, state the amount per use area, number of measuring instruments, etc. State methods, kind of instruments etc. for methods of analysis. Estimate number of  purchases a year and interval for ongoing use, respectively. State also if the handling refers to an added amount of mercury or if it concerns existing equipment, etc.
Question 2

Voluntary activities such as phase-out, substitution, information and other risk-limiting measures should be included. Activities initiated or conducted nationally or internationally (within EU or outside) by single companies or mutually within the sector. 

Question 3

Are there any alternatives available on the market? If so, what alternative chemicals, materials, or techniques are there? How do they meet the requirements made from the viewpoints of technical and safety properties? What information/data is available on these alternatives with regard to environmental and health aspects, safety, quality, durability, etc? Is any research and development going on to find alternatives? Is there any remaining development work to adapt your operations to a ban? Is there a need for a limited transitional period for a changeover to alternatives? How long a period would your company/organisation or sector need to phase out the use of mercury?

Question 4

For example, international standards could indicate that mercury should be used in certain analyses, in measuring instruments or in other equipment. EC directives could also state that mercury should be included in certain equipment. 
Question 5

Does the supply meet the demand? How are the costs of the alternatives compared with mercury? Are costs of alternatives higher or have they decreased concurrently with an increased demand?

Question 6

Which consequences would a ban entail from the viewpoint of  business economy and its costs and revenues, administration such as applicability, time aspects, personnel costs, other costs or resource loads, competition conditions, education requirements, research and development, environmental and health aspects, safety and quality aspects, etc? How important or how extensive are these effects and consequences? What would the impact on business and trade (economy) and the society be? How would your company’s/institution’s competitive conditions change if a national ban was implemented compared with a corresponding ban initiated within the EU?

Fråga 7

For what use do you consider an exemption necessary? What is the reason (socio-economic aspects, lack of available alternatives, technical reasons, customer requirements, etc.)? Please give examples supporting your answer. Proposals for time-limited exemptions? How large an amount of mercury would that exemption represent?
Please return your reply on 9 February at the latest
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